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Welcome to the 13th annual national afterschool network meeting! 
With representatives from all 50 states joining us in Dallas, we are 
delighted to host this year’s convening of education and afterschool 
experts, policymakers and business leaders working on behalf of 
children and youth across the country. 

Featuring the theme Creating Opportunity, Building Responsibility, 
our conference highlights the innovative work and impact of the 
statewide afterschool networks, and how afterschool and summer 
learning programs increasingly contribute to the success of youth in 
school and beyond.

As we look to the future, we know that our children will increasingly 
need opportunities in their schools and communities to develop a full 
range of academic and other skills necessary for getting good jobs and 
success in their lives. We also know that schools cannot and should not 
have to do it alone. This conference features strategies and ideas for 
continuing to forge closer alliances with education, business, workforce 
and post-secondary institutions.

Afterschool and summer learning programs provide essential 
opportunities for young people to develop and learn. According to the 
recently released America After 3PM report, we know we are on the 
right track. More than 10.2 million young people are in afterschool 
programs, and nearly 90% of parents are satisfied with those 
programs. We are seeing progress and great potential in our work 
and experiencing increasing demand for afterschool and summer 
opportunities by families across America.

Over the next several days, we encourage you to learn from each other, 
tap into new resources and expertise, delve into challenges in your 
state and try on possible solutions.

We look forward to exploring the possibilities with you here in Dallas. 
Thank you for all that you do to strengthen and create afterschool 
opportunities for our young people.

Gwynn Hughes 
Program Officer 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation

WELCOME
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Afterschool and summer learning programs provide essential opportunities  
for young people to expand their knowledge, skills and mindsets across the 
learning spectrum from early childhood to college readiness, workforce and 
career. Future success demands that students possess both strong academic 
skills and a range of competencies that will prepare them for post-secondary 
education, training, good jobs and life beyond the classroom.

At this year’s meeting, themed Creating Opportunity, Building 
Responsibility, the National Network of Statewide Afterschool Networks 
is joined by education, business and afterschool leaders to explore how 
afterschool and summer learning can support student learning and provide 
unique skill-building opportunities for young people. The meeting will also 
highlight the innovative work and impact of the statewide afterschool networks 
and focus on how afterschool learning contributes to college and career 
readiness.

Enjoy workshop sessions on topics including: strategic partnerships, 
communications, afterschool policy, research and data, funding and 
sustainability, program quality and professional development. And network 
with your colleagues throughout the meeting. 

ABOUT THIS YEAR’S MEETING
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Activities of Networks
The 48 statewide afterschool networks and partnership states take a number  
of actions in their communities, including:

 Raise awareness about the impact of afterschool programs on student success among 
governors, mayors, superintendents and other decision makers

 Partner with champions to highlight the importance of afterschool among community members

 Engage regional and local afterschool providers and supporters through meetings and 
community forums

 Gather, analyze and share data to drive improvements in afterschool and in policy

 Establish and strengthen structures and principles for effective afterschool programming

 Testify and offer recommendations on issues of quality and sustainability in afterschool

Statewide afterschool networks foster partnerships and policies to develop, 
support and sustain quality afterschool and summer learning opportunities for 
children and youth. Working with a broad range of stakeholder groups to create 
affordable and sustainable partnerships between schools, communities and 
families, statewide afterschool networks develop systems to support academic, 
social, emotional and physical outcomes for youth.

NATIONAL NETWORK OF STATEWIDE AFTERSCHOOL NETWORKS
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GOALS  OF THE  
STATEWIDE AFTERSCHOOL NETWORKS

GOAL ONE

Partnerships and Policy Development: Create a sustainable structure of statewide, regional 
and local partnerships, particularly high-quality school-community partnerships, focused on 
supporting policy development at all levels.

GOAL TWO

Sustainability: Support the development and growth of statewide policies that will secure  
the resources that are needed to sustain new and existing school-based/school-linked 
afterschool programs.

GOAL THREE

Quality: Support statewide systems to ensure programs are of high quality.

 
CONNECT  WITH THE  
2015 NATIONAL NETWORK MEETING

Conference App

Use the app to plan your time, download the participant list and explore  
PowerPoint presentations and presenter materials. Simply search and download  
“Grupio” in the App Store. Then search for the “2015 National Network Meeting.”  
You can also access the app by using the following QR Code.

Conference Website

The 2015 National Network Meeting website contains a wealth of information on this year’s 
convening. Visit http://network2015.statewideafterschoolnetworks.net to explore the meeting 
agenda, maps and resources.

 #afterschool2015

Connect with the meeting via Twitter and Instagram using the 
National Network Meeting hashtag: #afterschool2015. Tweet your 
favorite quotes, workshop topics and pictures as you network, 
innovate and have fun during the meeting.
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE

Tuesday, January 27 Wednesday, January 28 Thursday, January 29
All sessions at the
Hilton Anatole
Dallas, Texas

8:00am – 9:00am 
Breakfast

8:00am – 9:00am 
Breakfast

9:00am – 10:30am
Plenary  
Afterschool: Preparing Youth 
for College, Careers and Life

9:00am – 10:30am
Plenary  
Sparking Passions, Building 
Skills and Mindsets: 
Engaging Youth

10:45am – 12:00pm
Workshop Block A

10:45am – 12:00pm
Workshop Block D

12:00pm – 1:45pm
Lunch and Plenary 
Providing Opportunities for 
Youth Success: Afterschool 
and Summer Learning 
Partnerships

12:00pm – 2:00pm
Lunch and Potential 
Partners Forum

2:00pm – 3:15pm
Workshop Block B

2:00pm – 5:00pm
Targeted Technical 
Assistance Consults and 
Team Time

4:00pm – 5:30pm
Opening Plenary 
Creating Opportunity,
Building Responsibility: 
Helping Youth on the Road 
for Success

3:30pm – 4:45pm
Workshop Block C

4:45pm – 5:30pm
Team Time

5:30pm – 7:00pm
Taste of Texas BBQ

Dinner on your own

SPECIAL SESSIONS

Wednesday, January 28th  
7:30am – 8:45am 
New Network and New 
Network Lead Orientation 
Madrid

An overview of the National Network of Statewide 
Afterschool Networks, ATAC and the meeting.

7:30am – 10:00am 
Afterschool Alliance 
AmeriCorps VISTA Meeting
Monte Carlo

Thursday, January 29th
7:30am – 8:45am 
The Research Landscape of the 
Networks: Next Steps (By Invitation)
Madrid

7:30am – 8:45am 
Data Working Group (By Invitation)
Morocco
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NEW THIS YEARAGENDA AT A GLANCE

A Taste of Texas 

Everything is bigger in Texas! Join the C.S. Mott Foundation as they  
host A Taste of Texas, an authentic Texas barbeque in lieu of the  
meeting’s traditional opening reception. Enjoy great food while 
networking with colleagues on Tuesday, January 27th from 5:30-7:00pm 
in the Anatole Sculpture Park. 

Potential Partners Forum 
Connect with organizations and networks focused on college and career 
readiness on Thursday, January 29th from 12:00-2:00pm. Explore 
potential partnerships, resources and tools to enhance your work. 
Preview the organizations during Workshop Block C. 

Workshop Strands
All workshops are designed to engage networks participants to  
address critical issues with data, research, policy approaches and 
proven strategies.   
Focus Areas include:

Communications, Research and Data: Strategies for strategic 
messaging and the study of program and student outcomes in 
afterschool and summer learning

Funding and Sustainability: Fundraising tools and systems for network 
and program sustainability

Learning and Engagement: Opportunities to use afterschool and 
summer as a space, place and time for learning and engagement, with 
unique partnerships and funding sources

Policy and Partnerships: Local, state and federal policies that advance 
afterschool and summer learning through building robust partnerships 
with stakeholder groups

Quality and Professional Development: Developing quality systems and 
supporting the training and development of afterschool professionals
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TUESDAY JANUARY 27

  

OPENING PLENARY 4:00-5:30pm Wedgewood Ballroom 

Creating Opportunity, Building 
Responsibility: Helping Youth 
on the Road for Success

Afterschool and summer learning opportunities help young people succeed. 
Through the education continuum, afterschool programs provide time, space, place 
and supports for young people to find their passions, develop skills and knowledge 
and overcome adversity. To reach our national goals on high school graduation 
rates and post-secondary attainment, afterschool and summer programs will need 
to strategically consider how to ensure young people are college and career ready.

The C.S. Mott Foundation is more committed than ever to building the afterschool 
field and providing the educational opportunities essential to youth success.  
Grantmaking strategies leverage the state infrastructure now established in 48 
states—and growing to 50—to scale up and increase the number of schools and 
communities that have quality afterschool and summer learning programs. 

Now, afterschool programs must meet the demands to identify and communicate 
the data that shows results. The field is responsible for demonstrating the value of 
afterschool and summer learning opportunities, especially for vulnerable youth and 
those facing transitions in their educational continuum.

Former U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings will share her vision for 
accountability and leadership in education. She leads the George W. Bush Institute, 
founded by President and Mrs. Bush in 2009, a public policy center in Dallas with 
the mission of advancing freedom by expanding opportunities for individuals at 
home and across the globe. The Bush Institute Education Reform effort works to 
increase student achievement through accountability, school leadership and middle 
school transformation.

  

OPENING PLENARY 4:00-5:30pm Wedgwood Ballroom 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Margaret Spellings PRESIDENT, GEORGE W. BUSH PRESIDENTIAL CENTER
Margaret Spellings oversees all aspects of Bush Center activities, including leadership 
of the George W. Bush Institute, management of Bush Center business operations and 
collaboration with the National Archives and Records Administration, which operates the 
George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum. Previously Spellings was president and 
CEO of Margaret Spellings and Company, a Washington, D.C. based consulting firm that 
provided strategic guidance to philanthropic and private sector organizations. She also 
served as a senior advisor to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and was president of the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation. Prior to that, Spellings served as U.S. Secretary 
of Education from 2005 to 2009 under the President George W. Bush Administration. 
As a member of the President’s Cabinet, she led the implementation of the No Child Left 
Behind Act (NCLB), a historic national initiative to provide enhanced accountability for the 
education of 50 million U.S. public school students. In 2005, Spellings launched a higher 
education national policy debate and action plan to improve accessibility, affordability and 
accountability in our nation’s colleges and universities. Spellings initiated international 
outreach and collaboration by leading delegations on behalf of the President as well as 
overseeing the development and implementation of international education agreements 
with such countries as China, Russia and the United Arab Emirates. Prior to her service 
in the White House, Spellings was senior advisor to then-Governor Bush of Texas, led 
governmental and external relations for the Texas Association of School Boards and has 
served in key positions at Austin Community College and with the Texas Legislature.

OPENING REMARKS

Gwynn Hughes PROGRAM OFFICER, CHARLES STEWART MOTT FOUNDATION
Gwynn Hughes is a program officer at the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, where she 
focuses on K-12 education program support, including afterschool and summer programs. 
Hughes comes to the Foundation after serving six years as executive director of the 
Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership in Boston. Previously, she was chief of project 
management and policy support for the Massachusetts Executive Office of Health and Human 
Services and chief operating officer of the state’s Office of Child Care Services.

 

Enjoy our authentic Texas barbecue while you 
network with colleagues and friends! Attendees 
will also receive a special Texas takeaway.

  
A Taste of Texas Barbecue
5:30-7:00pm Anatole Sculpture Park
Rain Location: Chantilly Entrance
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WEDNESDAY JANUARY 28

  

PLENARY 9:00-10:30am Wedgwood Ballroom 

  
BREAKFAST 8:00-9:00am Wedgwood Ballroom Foyer

NEW NETWORK AND NEW NETWORK LEADS  
ORIENTATION BREAKFAST  
7:30-8:45am Madrid 

Afterschool: Preparing Youth 
for College, Careers and Life

To graduate from high school and succeed in post-secondary training and 
education, young people need supports in and out of school from early childhood 
onward. Across the country, states are putting in place policies, unique strategies 
and partnerships to create seamless webs of support and learning experiences.

Statewide afterschool networks build partnerships and develop policies for high-
quality, affordable and sustainable afterschool and summer learning programs 
for youth. They are successfully expanding learning opportunities through an 
impressive array of partnerships.

At the state level, network partners are shaping policies and forging innovative 
ideas to push the boundaries of how afterschool and summer learning 
opportunities can impact for student outcomes.

In the plenary, top-level policymakers will consider the current policy and 
education landscape, and how networks can position themselves as essential in 
the national efforts to ensure young people are ready for college, careers and life.



9

SPE AKERS

Yolette García ASSISTANT DEAN FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND OUTREACH,  
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
Yolette García joined Southern Methodist University’s (SMU) Annette Caldwell 
Simmons School of Education and Human Development in 2008 as assistant dean 
for external affairs and outreach. She is responsible for identifying and prioritizing 
community partnerships and projects for the school. She also develops strategies 
for communications and promotion. Additionally, she teaches media as an adjunct 
in the Master of Liberal Studies program at SMU.

Gayle Manchin PRESIDENT, WEST VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Gayle Conelly Manchin was appointed to the State Board of Education in 2007 to serve 
a nine-year term ending in 2015. In addition to her duties as a member of the State 
Board of Education, she served as West Virginia’s first lady, a commissioner on the 
West Virginia Commission for National and Community Service, the chairwoman of the 
Governor’s Healthy Lifestyles Coalition and the West Virginia Citizen’s Council on Children 
and Families, and as co-chair on the Governor’s 21st Century Jobs Cabinet and the 
Intellectual Infrastructure of Vision Shared. 

Thomas McGee STATE SENATOR, MASSACHUSETTS
State Senator Thomas McGee serves the Third Essex District for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. In his role, Senator McGee is chair of the Joint Committee on Transportation, 
vice chair of the Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies 
and is a member of both the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and the Committee for 
Global Warming and Climate Change. In addition, he is currently co-chair of the Massachusetts 
Afterschool and Out-of-School Coordinating Council and the chairman of the Massachusetts 
Democratic Committee.

Lizzette González Reynolds CHIEF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER, TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY
Lizzette González Reynolds currently serves as the chief deputy commissioner for the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA). Prior to joining TEA, Reynolds served in a number of capacities 
related to education policy and implementation. In 2002, she was appointed special assistant 
during the Bush Administration in the Office of Legislation and Congressional Affairs. After 
a brief return to Texas, Reynolds was named by Secretary Margaret Spellings as regional 
representative for the states of Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Texas. Her 
career in education policy began as legislative director to the late State Senator Teel Bivins and 
as then-Governor George W. Bush’s legislative deputy director.

MODER ATOR

Gwynn Hughes PROGRAM OFFICER, CHARLES STEWART MOTT FOUNDATION
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WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 28

WORKSHOP BLOCK A10:45-12:00PM

Delivering Accessible and Affordable 
Professional Development
STEUBEN  |  QUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Getting the right kind of quality supports to programs 
within a reasonable distance for staff to access proves to 
be an issue in Indiana. As a result, the Indiana Afterschool 
Network developed a system that addresses both access 
and affordability, as well as the delivery of a quality system of 
improvement strategies. Learn from their experiences, tools 
and feedback loop, and participate in a discussion around 
professional development delivery strategies.
PRESENTERS
Jamie Johnson, Indiana Afterschool Network
Debbie Zipes, Indiana Afterschool Network
MODERATOR
Janelle Cousino, FowlerHoffman

Making: Understanding the 
Connections to Learning
MOROCCO  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

Join our panel of national and local experts to gain a deeper 
understanding of “making” and how it connects to learning. 
Come learn about opportunities and partnerships at the 
national and local levels to expand making in afterschool 
and summer programs. Hear the local perspective on how 
implementing making in programs impacts program quality, 
staff and students while connecting with local resources  
and experts.
PRESENTERS
Bronwyn Bevan, Exploratorium
Ellen Lettvin, Robert Noyce Fellow in Informal STEM Learning, U.S. 
Department of Education
Sharri Newman, YouthQuest, Flint (MI)
Mike Wright, C.S. Mott Foundation
MODERATOR
Victoria Wegener, Mainspring Consulting
 

Messaging for Federal Policy and Beyond
MONET BALLROOM  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS

The last election brought sweeping changes in leadership 
at the federal level. What do these changes mean for 
afterschool policy and support in Congress? Learn about 
changes in key committees and leadership and likely 
scenarios for afterschool funding and block granting of 
programs. Explore strategies and messages to better 
position afterschool with new leadership at the federal level 
and consider what may be effective in your state.
PRESENTERS
Jodi Grant, Afterschool Alliance
Major Darren Grimshaw, Burlington Police Department (IA)
Lauren Maddox, Podesta Group
MODERATOR
Ursula Helminski, Afterschool Alliance

Character, Growth Mindsets and More: 
The Role of Afterschool Networks
PERIDOT  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

Growing national interest in topics like character, growth 
mindsets, social-emotional learning and non-cognitive skills 
offer a terrific opportunity for the afterschool field to show 
how youth development benefits kids. Research shows that 
non-cognitive skills like persistence and communication 
skills are critical to lifetime success. Fortunately, key facets 
of high-quality afterschool programs, including positive 
relationships between youth and adults and opportunities 
for youth-directed, hands-on learning are just the kinds of 
experiences that help youth to build these critical skills and 
mindsets. On the other hand, the burgeoning conversation is 
limited by contradictory terms and concepts, and these skills 
and mindsets are considered “too soft” by some.
PRESENTERS
Lisa Bottoms, The Cleveland Foundation (OH)
Jeff Davis, California Afterschool Network
Corey Newhouse, Public Profit
Laveta Wills-Hale, Arkansas Out of School Network
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WORKSHOP BLOCK A10:45-12:00PM

NATIONAL NETWORK OF STATEWIDE AFTERSCHOOL NETWORKS
Service-Learning: Engaging 
Students in Learning
MANCHESTER  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

Come learn how service-learning can be a strategy for 
afterschool programs as a way of teaching and learning 
that builds academic skills and citizenship while addressing 
community needs in a genuine way. During this session, we 
will hear from service-learning experts on the national and 
state level that will share success stories, strategies and 
next steps for implementation!
PRESENTERS
Kelita Bak, National Youth Leadership Council
Michael Lemon, Kansas Enrichment Network
Gayle Manchin, West Virginia Board of Education
MODERATOR
Kari Pardoe, C.S. Mott Foundation

Results from the National Scan 
Survey: Charting a Course for 
Assessing 21st CCLC Impact
MIRO  |  COMMUNICATIONS, RESEARCH AND DATA

American Institutes for Research (AIR) will share what it has 
learned through the National Scan Surveys about the data 
infrastructures states have developed for their 21st CCLC 
programs and what these results mean for future efforts to 
document the impact of the program on participating youth.
PRESENTERS
Carol McElvain, American Institutes for Research
Neil Naftzger, American Institutes for Research

Afterschool Helping Young People 
Prepare for College and Careers
TRAVERTINE  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

Afterschool and summer learning programs provide the 
knowledge, skills, mindsets and supports to prepare youth 
for success beyond school. In this session participants will 
explore the skills young people need to learn and thrive, the 
programs that develop those skills and articulate outcomes 
and the systems and policies needed to ensure a continuum 
of supports for college and career readiness.
PRESENTERS
Augustin Melendez, Hillside Work-Scholarship Connection (NY)
Larry Pasti, Forum for Youth Investment
Chris Smith, Boston Afterschool and Beyond (MA)
MODERATOR
Terri Ferinde Dunham, Collaborative Communications Group

Using Student-Centered Learning and 
Competency-Based Education in Afterschool 
and Summer Learning to Increase 
Student Success: Policy Opportunities 
and Implementation Challenges 
MADRID  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS

Afterschool and summer learning programs are increasingly 
partnering with schools to provide student-centered learning 
opportunities to help students gain the academic, social, 
emotional and college and career-ready skills needed for 
success. Because of the flexibility of these programs, they 
can provide learning at times, in places and in ways that 
meet the needs of the students and that promote the 
development of skills and competencies. Afterschool and 
summer learning programs are beginning to measure these 
competencies and find ways to give credit to students for 
their out-of-school time learning. But as program providers 
work with schools to assess and report competencies, 
they are faced with challenges relating to the use of 
assessments, student learning management and data, 
technology and time. Panelists will discuss state trends, 
policy issues and implementation strategies to consider.  
PRESENTERS
Betsy Brand, American Youth Policy Forum
Marcia Dvorak, Kansas Enrichment Network
Kate Nielson, National Governors Association
Michelle Un, Rhode Island After School Plus Alliance (RIASPA)

The Evolving Childcare and Development 
Block Grant Program (CCDGB): 
Network Role and Opportunities
METROPOLITAN BALLROOM  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS  |    
FUNDING AND SUSTAINABILITY

With the reauthorization of CCDBG, now is the time for 
afterschool networks to help shape state plans and to align 
quality efforts with the new specific uses outlined in the law. 
Explore strategies for how child care agencies and networks 
can support one another around licensing, quality and more.
PRESENTERS
Terri Foulkes, Missouri AfterSchool Network
Lynnette Rasmussen, Utah Afterschool Network
MODERATOR
Jen Rinehart, Afterschool Alliance 
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WEDNESDAY JANUARY 28

  

LUNCH AND PLENARY 12:00-1:45pm Wedgwood Ballroom 

Providing Opportunities for 
Youth Success: Afterschool and 
Summer Learning Partnerships 

Afterschool is a unique field that brings together a diverse array of partners with a common 
vision of how to provide engaging opportunities for young people. At the national, state and 
local levels, the act of partnership forms the foundation for every accomplishment, every 
new funding source raised, every policy shaped and every youth who succeeds.

In this plenary, we’ll start by exploring partnerships in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex—the 
largest metropolitan area in the South with more than 6.5 million people. Creating a strong 
workforce with the skills and abilities to be creative and productive is essential in this 
economic and cultural hub.

Mayor Betsy Price was elected in 2011 as the 44th mayor of the City of Fort Worth. 
To advance her vision of a healthy, engaged and fiscally responsible city, Mayor Price 
spearheaded the creation of Fort Worth SPARC, a collaborative effort between the City of 
Fort Worth, Fort Worth Independent School District, other area independent school districts, 
area afterschool providers and prominent community leaders.

Serving the City of Dallas, Big Thought is one of the nation’s leading nonprofit organizations 
focused on building partnerships that improve public education through creative learning. 
Through partnerships, Big Thought serves more than 100,000 children, families and 
teachers, and delivers more than one million hours of individual creative instruction and 
programming each year.

And at a national level, we’ll learn about the new and growing partnerships among federal 
agencies to advance informal STEM learning.
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SPE AKERS 

Mayor Betsy Price CITY OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS
Betsy Price, a Fort Worth native, was elected in 2011 as the 44th mayor of the 
City of Fort Worth. In 2013, Mayor Price ran unopposed and was re-elected to a 
second two-year term. As the 16th largest city in the United States, Fort Worth 
remains one of the fastest growing large cities in the country. Along with her 
focus on promoting jobs, strengthening education, fighting crime and improving 
mobility, Mayor Price has made significant strides along the path toward her 
vision of a healthy, engaged and fiscally responsible city.

Gigi Antoni PRESIDENT AND CEO, BIG THOUGHT
Giselle “Gigi” Antoni leads the organization in developing groundbreaking 
partnerships, including Thriving Minds, a citywide initiative that joins the City of 
Dallas, the Dallas Independent School District and more than one hundred other 
organizations, with Big Thought as managing partner. She was also instrumental 
in forming a partnership with the North Texas Super Bowl XLV Host Committee to 
implement SLANT 45, one of the largest communitywide service-learning programs 
for children in NFL history. In July 2011, The White House named Gigi a “Champion of 
Change” which recognizes community members doing outstanding work in their fields.

MODER ATOR 

Terry Peterson COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON
Terry K. Peterson, PhD and senior fellow at the College of Charleston, has a strong 
background at the local, state and national levels in education reform, serving as the 
chief education advisor to U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley for eight years 
and editor of the compendium Expanding Minds and Opportunities: Leveraging 
the Power of Afterschool and Summer Learning for Student Success. At the U.S. 
Department of Education, Dr. Peterson helped to develop nationwide education 
improvement strategies, such as Advanced Placement, E-Rate, 21st Century 
Community Learning Center and teacher quality initiatives. 

Ellen Lettvin ROBERT NOYCE FELLOW IN INFORMAL STEM LEARNING, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  
Ellen Lettvin is the inaugural Robert Noyce Fellow in Informal STEM Learning at the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and Improvement. In this role she leads 
interagency coordination linked to STEM learning and engagement in out-of-school time, with 
an emphasis on informal learning methods. She is spearheading efforts that integrate STEM 
content and activities from across several federal agencies into program offerings for the 
nation’s largest out-of-school program, the 21st Century Community Learning Centers, and is 
contributing to the Federal Committee on STEM Education (CoSTEM).
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WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 28

WORKSHOP BLOCK B 2:00-3:15PM

The Network Role in State and 
Local Literacy Efforts
MADRID  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

Learn about the role networks can have in connecting 
afterschool and summer learning to state and local 
literacy initiatives. This session will not only provide a 
national overview of various programs from the Barbara 
Bush Foundation For Family Literacy, but will provide an 
opportunity to learn about the Campaign for Grade Level 
Reading and how it is being implemented by a network  
and the impact literacy efforts can have on the students  
and programs.
PRESENTERS
Becky Dyer, Barbara Bush Foundation For Family Literacy
Ron Fairchild, Campaign for Grade Level Reading
Sarah Pitcock, National Summer Learning Association
Laveta Wills-Hale, Arkansas Out of School Network
MODERATOR
Kari Pardoe, C.S. Mott Foundation

Fearless Fundraising: Strategies for Network 
Staff, Board and Leadership Team Members
METROPOLITAN BALLROOM  |  FUNDING AND SUSTAINABILITY

Board and leadership team members often fear fundraising. 
BoardSource’s Leading with Intent 2014 Governance 
Index Data show that only 6% of respondents were very 
comfortable with asking or joining others in directly asking 
for money, and 43% were uncomfortable doing so. The 
good news is that fundraising does not have to be limited to 
solicitation, nor does it have to be solitary. In fact, effective 
fundraising efforts often depend on multiple staff and 
board or leadership team members working in alignment 
together. Using large group and panel discussion and small 
group work, participants in this session will learn about 
the practices and tools to better engage board members 
in fundraising. These tools can help identify and recruit 
for needed skill sets on the board or leadership team, set 
fundraising expectations and develop a leadership structure 
conducive to fundraising goals. Fundraising is not an easy 
task, but it is a vital one. This session can help to get  
you started.

PRESENTERS
Willis Bright, Bright Visions Inc.
Jodi Grant, Afterschool Alliance
Jenifer Holland, BoardSource
Debbie Zipes, Indiana Afterschool Network

Research Roundtable: Current and Future 
Research to Make the Case for Afterschool
MONET BALLROOM  |  COMMUNICATIONS, RESEARCH AND DATA

No longer are we lacking the research and evaluation data we 
need to prove that afterschool and summer learning works. 
Now our challenge is to target the data, make sense of it and 
communicate effectively. Statewide afterschool networks 
must have an active role in taking this data and refining it into 
recommendations for policy and practice. Does your state have 
the right partnerships and political will to share data across 
sectors to effect change? How is the network connecting with 
local, regional and national research? Participants will discuss 
these questions and explore the research landscape with 
leading thought leaders.
PRESENTERS
Ken Anthony, Connecticut After School Network
Kimberly Boyer, Journal of Expanded Learning Opportunities
Helen Janc Malone, Education Policy Fellowship Program and AERA Out-of-
School Time Special Interest Group

Connecting with Community School Initiatives
MIRO  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT 

Afterschool is a core part of the community schools strategy, 
and 90% of community schools offer afterschool and/or 
summer programming. At the same time, community schools 
strategies usually bring together many other services as well. 
How can statewide afterschool networks work with community 
school advocates to increase funding for afterschool and 
community schools? Panelists will speak to their states’  
history of collaboration and look at current opportunities  
and challenges.
PRESENTERS
Julia Baez, Family League of Baltimore City (MD)
Jeff Cole, Beyond School Bells (NE)
Nora Niedzielski-Eichner, New York State Afterschool Network (NYSAN)
Danette Townsend, ABC Community School Partnership (NM)
RESOURCE EXPERT
Jennifer Liversedge, C.S. Mott Foundation
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NATIONAL NETWORK OF STATEWIDE AFTERSCHOOL NETWORKS
More than a Talking Point: The Role of a 
Quality System in Policy Communication
MANCHESTER  | QUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Networks are hard at work developing a system of quality for 
programs and simultaneously making the case for policies 
to expand the opportunities for access to high-quality 
afterschool programs. Do policymakers know what we are 
talking about? Do our important audiences and the media 
understand? How do we discuss quality that makes sense 
to important audiences—policymakers, school professionals 
and parents? How important is it? When there are 
disjointed quality efforts in a state how do we bring clarity 
and understanding to policymakers, parents and others? 
Example, when policymakers talk about drop-out prevention 
or literacy proficiency can we show how quality of afterschool 
programs support that policy outcome? How do we build 
their confidence that the quality of programs will deliver 
student engagement and better school performance? 
PRESENTERS
Blaire Denson, Virginia Partnership for Out-of-School Time
Katie Landes, Georgia Statewide Afterschool Network
MODERATOR
Janelle Cousino, FowlerHoffman

Shaping a Policy Agenda: Using Data 
to Inform Policy and Promote Goals
MOROCCO  |  COMMUNICATIONS, RESEARCH AND DATA

The emphasis on data-driven decision making has soared 
in recent years. Learn more about ways networks are 
using data to shape their policy goals and promote policy 
initiatives. Participants will discuss the big policy questions 
they need to answer, and begin work on a data plan to help 
address them. The session will be guided by presenters’ 
experience using data maps to inform a legislative working 
group and policy recommendations (VT), creating a data 
story (RI) and using survey data, among other considerations, 
in the shaping of a policy ask and making the case for  
state funding (MN).
PRESENTERS
Kari Dennison Cunnien, Ignite Afterschool (MN)
Holly Morehouse, Vermont Center for Afterschool Excellence
Michelle Un, Rhode Island After School Plus Alliance (RIASPA)
MODERATOR
Ursula Helminski, Afterschool Alliance

Integrating the At-Risk Meals Program into 
a Health and Wellness Policy Agenda
TRAVERTINE  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS

This year, Congress is poised to consider legislation 
reauthorizing federal child nutrition programs, including the 
Summer Food Service Program and the At-Risk Afterschool 
Meals Program. Learn about the latest policy priorities and 
potential challenges for these programs. Two states will also 
discuss how they are building support for afterschool and 
summer meals in their communities. The session will look 
at how one city is successfully implementing the afterschool 
and summer meals program in their schools.
PRESENTERS
Ellie Mitchell, Maryland Out of School Time Network
Lee McDermott Schaefer, New Jersey School-Age Care Coalition
Alexis Steines, Afterschool Alliance

Making Quality Rating and Improvement 
Systems Relevant to School-Age Programs
STEUBEN  |  QUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Join other participants in a discussion on the challenges and 
successes of state Quality Rating and Improvement Systems 
(QRIS). Wisconsin will share information about the work that 
has been done with its partners and the state agencies 
to make the QRIS system applicable to its programs. This 
session will cover the strategies and details of the work 
they intend to do as well as experiences from other states 
working on similar initiatives.
PRESENTERS
Linda Eisele, Wisconsin Afterschool Network 
Randy Neve, Marshfield Clinic (WI)
MODERATOR
Carol McElvain, American Institutes for Research
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Making the Case: Afterschool 
Prepares Youth for the 21st Century
MADRID  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

In an increasingly interconnected society and global 
economy, afterschool programs provide opportunities 
for youth to develop academic and 21st century skills. 
Asia Society and a group of statewide afterschool 
networks have been working to develop issue briefs 
to make the case for how afterschool programs fully 
prepare youth to be global citizens and workers. 
This session will dig deep into issue briefs from New 
York and Minnesota, providing context on how they 
developed the statement of need and how other 
networks might use these briefs for their own outreach 
to policymakers and other stakeholders. Asia Society 
will also discuss their current project looking at 
international policies and practices for integrating  
21st century skills across school and informal  
learning systems.
PRESENTERS
Alli Lidie, New York State Afterschool Network (NYSAN)
Heather Loewecke, Asia Society
Brandon Tice, Ignite Afterschool (MN)

Summer Learning Programs: 
Moving the Needle
METROPOLITAN BALLROOM  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS

Momentum for summer learning is gaining across the 
country as major states, districts, national youth-serving 
organizations and coalitions are prioritizing the issue as 
a means to closing both opportunity and achievement 
gaps. Still, most school districts serve fewer than 10% 
of their students in the summer, and only about one-
third of young people are participating in any summer 
learning programs. In order to move the needle on both 
equity and excellence in the summer, we need creative, 
cross-sector solutions. Hear how networks, states and 
communities are expanding access to high-quality 
programs and the role that research, non-traditional 
providers and families will play in growing the reach and 
impact of summer learning moving forward.
PRESENTERS
Joseph Morra, Rhode Island After School Plus Alliance (RIASPA)
Sarah Pitcock, National Summer Learning Association
Beth Unverzagt, OregonASK
MODERATOR
Kari Pardoe, C.S. Mott Foundation

WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 28

WORKSHOP BLOCK C 3:30-4:45PM

Opportunities in the Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and Connecting 
to Workforce Conversations in Your State
MANCHESTER  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS |  FUNDING AND SUSTAINABILITY

With the recent reauthorization of the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act, now is a good time to understand changes to the law 
and look for potential opportunities to link afterschool and workforce 
conversations. Learn strategies for connecting with your workforce 
investment board, helping shape your state workforce plan and 
encouraging, supporting and sustaining local and regional afterschool 
and workforce partnerships.
PRESENTERS
Kisha Bird, CLASP
Rebecca Goldberg, The S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Sandy McBrayer, The Children’s Initiative
RESOURCE EXPERT
Andrea Glispie, National Skills Coalition
MODERATOR
Jen Rinehart, Afterschool Alliance 

Inspiring Quality for Programs and Building 
the Statewide Afterschool Network
PERIDOT  |  QUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Statewide afterschool networks often play an important role 
in supporting quality in their states. Join New Mexico for a 
discussion on how their work on standards has been a growth and 
strengthening strategy for their statewide network. Participants 
will also examine how quality work can be aimed at addressing the 
range of programs in the state—from 21st century programs with a 
good budget to low capacity, under-resourced programs, especially 
in rural communities. 
PRESENTERS
Angelo Gonzales, United Way of Central New Mexico 
Daphne Harvey Strader, Albuquerque Public Schools (NM)
Danette Townsend, ABC Community School Partnership (NM)
MODERATOR
Carol McElvain, American Institutes for Research

Making Match and More: Expanding 
Your Financing Strategies
TRAVERTINE  |  FUNDING AND SUSTAINABILITY

Ensuring the growth and sustainability of networks requires a 
persistent focus on expanding the range of fiscal resources and an 
entrepreneurial spirit. Network presenters will share how they are 
maximizing efforts, such as network conferences, training services 
and services and technical assistance contracts to increase funding. 
Presenters will share funding strategies and approaches and work in 
small groups to discuss funding challenges and solutions. 
PRESENTERS
Michelle Doucette Cunningham, Connecticut After School Network
Melanie McClintock, Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence
MODERATOR
Victoria Wegener, Mainspring Consulting



17

WORKSHOP BLOCK C 3:30-4:45PM

STEM and Workforce Development: 
Making Policy and Partnership 
Connections to Afterschool
MOROCCO  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS

Supporting a more robust and diverse workforce is a 
priority for business, governors and state governments 
alike. Networks have been very successful in partnering 
with education leaders in states, and yet many have 
struggled to make deeper connections with the workforce 
development community. Over the past few years, we have 
seen great success in networks expanding partnerships with 
departments of labor, workforce and economic development 
and local chambers of commerce through their afterschool 
STEM system building work. Join our workshop discussants 
in a conversation on engagement strategies, messages and 
data that has been helpful in creating these partnerships.
PRESENTERS
Eric Brown, Salina Area Chamber of Commerce (KS) 
Jeff Cole, Beyond School Bells (NE)
Kacy Conley, Pennsylvania Statewide Afterschool/Youth  
Development Network (PSAYDN)
Marcia Dvorak, Kansas Enrichment Network 
Cathy Lang, Former Commissioner, Nebraska Department of Labor and 
Director of the Department of Economic Development
MODERATOR
Ron Ottinger, Noyce Foundation

Arts and Afterschool:  
Innovations for Future Pathways

MIRO  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

Learn how the arts are creating pathways for student 
success. This session will highlight Big Thought, a 
successful local program utilizing arts as a tool to keep 
students engaged in learning, while hearing from the South 
Carolina Afterschool Alliance, who is putting the Arts into 
STEAM and exposing students to potential creative career 
opportunities. The Council of Chief State School Officers will 
provide research, policy information related to K-12 arts and 
resources, including connections to local and state  
arts councils.
PRESENTERS
Tom Peters, South Carolina’s Coalition for Mathematics and Science
Margie Reese, Big Thought (TX)
Sandra Ruppert, The Council of Chief State School Officers
Zelda Waymer, South Carolina Afterschool Alliance
MODERATORS
Terry Peterson, College of Charleston (SC)
Scott Shanklin-Peterson, College of Charleston (SC)

Making the Case: Return on 
Investment for and Economic Impact 
of Afterschool and Summer
STEUBEN  |  COMMUNICATIONS, RESEARCH AND DATA

Vermont recently finished a Return on Investment (ROI) 
report for afterschool in the state that was covered by 
Education Week. A few other states have also tried to 
document ROI for afterschool and summer. The Proposition 
49 campaign in California used a ROI report effectively 
and the referendum passed. Several large providers have 
proffered their economic impact study to the media, 
to funders and to partners. In addition there are some 
important meta-analyses that have documented the 
effectiveness of afterschool. What do these studies say? 
How have states and provider groups conducted these 
studies either in-house or with partners? What messages 
are explicitly offered? Are there implicit messages we 
should be aware of? Essentially, pretty much everything you 
want to know about ROI studies and economic impact and 
effectiveness studies will be discussed.
PRESENTERS
Steve Fowler, FowlerHoffman
Holly Morehouse, Vermont Afterschool, Inc.
RESOURCE EXPERT
Lani Lingo, Boys and Girls Clubs Florida Alliance

Featured Workshop: A Preview 
of Potential Partners for College 
and Career Readiness
MONET BALLROOM

Advancing college and career readiness in your state 
requires strong partners, creative thinking and a 
commitment to working together. The landscape of 
organizations working to ensure young people have 
the skills and mindsets they need is both vibrant and 
complicated. In this session, gain the lay of the land, 
learning about some of the most successful national 
networks working in states and cities across the 
country. This session will provide a preview of each 
of the invited potential partners who will host lunch 
discussions on Thursday, January 29th.
Featuring:
Association for Career and Technical Education (ACTE) 
Jobs for the Future 
MoveED 
National College Access Network 
National Council for Community and Education Partnerships 
(GEAR UP) 
National Dropout Prevention Center 
Partnership for 21st Century Skills (P21) 
Ready by 21 
StriveTogether
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THURSDAY JANUARY 29

  

PLENARY 9:00-10:30am Wedgwood Ballroom 

  
BREAKFAST 8:00-9:00am Wedgwood Ballroom Foyer

Sparking Passions, Building Skills 
and Mindsets: Engaging Youth
In a dynamic way, two of the nation’s most creative thinkers about engaging youth will 
explore practical ways to define and promote the most critical skills and mindsets young 
people need today.

Based in Chicago, MHA Labs is working to radically improve the 21st century skills 
development of youth and young adults from cradle to career. Those skills, articulated 
as “The Six Building Blocks,” are personal mindset, planning for success, social 
awareness, verbal communication, collaboration and problem solving. Grounded in 
youth development and working with leaders in education and workforce development, 
MHA Labs translates the emerging 21st century skills research into easy-to-use 
frameworks, tools, assessment and instructional strategies.

Linked Learning is a proven approach that is transforming education for California 
students—and beyond—by integrating rigorous academics with career-based learning 
and real world workplace experiences. By turning high school education into a 
personally relevant, engaging experience for all students, Linked Learning exposes them 
to previously unimagined college and career opportunities. Research shows that Linked 
Learning students have higher rates of engagement and higher graduation rates than 
their peers at traditional high schools.

Explore the possibilities with Leslie Beller and Tameka McGlawn as to how afterschool 
and summer learning opportunities can practically help to create an engaged, 
disciplined and productive future workforce.

Special Remarks from Elaine Agather
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SPE AKERS

Elaine Agather, CHAIRMAN AND CEO, DALLAS REGION, JPMORGAN CHASE
Elaine Agather is Chairman of Chase’s Dallas region. She also serves as South Region 
Head and Managing Director of the Private Bank at J.P. Morgan.  Elaine joined Chemical 
Bank of New York in 1979, working in London, San Francisco and New York until she 
relocated to Dallas in 1984. After the 1986 merger of Chemical and Texas Commerce 
Bank, Elaine was promoted to Chairman of Texas Commerce Bank in Fort Worth in 1992 
and joined the Private Bank to manage client advisory groups across the state in 1997. In 
1999, she was elected Chairman and CEO of Dallas.  Elaine serves as board member for 
the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, Performing Arts Fort Worth, Fossil, the J.F. 
Maddox Foundation, and the Southwestern Exposition and Livestock Show. She serves 
as a member of the board of trustees for the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum. She is also a 
member of the Dallas Citizens Council.

Leslie Beller, FOUNDER, MHA LABS
Leslie Beller is a long-time advocate for youth and collective impact operating as both 
entrepreneur and public sector administrator to create sustainable college, career and life 
pathways. Over the last three years, Leslie steadfastly stewarded the MHA Labs initiative 
from its start as a one-page rubric, through a rapid development W.K. Kellogg Innovation 
Venture, into a successful independent cradle to career skills organization with thousands 
of users. Practicing what she preaches, Beller often uses the MHA Labs skills framework 
to guide her through the complexity of managing a national skills reform movement.

Tameka McGlawn, DIRECTOR, EQUITY AND IMPACT, CONNECTED
Tameka McGlawn is the director of equity and impact for ConnectEd: The California 
Center for College and Career. Considered a seasoned collaborator and evidence-
based strategist, Dr. McGlawn most recently served as the senior associate for 
Linked Learning at The Education Trust-West, where she led assessments of 
Linked Learning implementation, with a strong focus on the quality of curriculum 
and instruction delivered through Linked Learning pathways, as well as equitable 
systemic access and improved outcomes for students.

MODER ATOR 

Kari Pardoe, ASSOCIATE PROGRAM OFFICER, CHARLES STEWART MOTT FOUNDATION
Kari Pardoe is an associate program officer at the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation. 
Pardoe most recently directed The LEAGUE Michigan, a K-12 service-learning and 
philanthropy program of the Michigan Nonprofit Association (MNA) and joined the 
MNA in 2006 after serving as manager of community relations at the Pistons Palace 
Foundation for Palace Sports and Entertainment in Auburn Hills. Pardoe is a graduate 
of Central Michigan University in Mount Pleasant, where she received a bachelor’s 
degree in Applied Arts in Commercial and Community Recreation. Pardoe also holds a 
master’s in Public Administration in Nonprofit Administration from Grand Valley State 
University in Allendale, Michigan.
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Increasing Success Factors for 
Youth: Tools and Strategies to use 
the MHA Labs Building Blocks
MOROCCO  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

Intent on increasing success factors for youth, MHA Labs 
designed a common set of easy-to-understand 21st century 
skill targets known as “The Building Blocks” including 35 
core social, emotional and cognitive skills deemed critical 
for college, career and life success. In this session, explore 
the Building Blocks and the conditions and policies that 
networks might support to create a context for college and 
career readiness in afterschool and summer programs.
PRESENTER
Leslie Beller, MHA Labs
MODERATOR
Terri Ferinde Dunham, Collaborative Communications Group

Pursuing Policy and Funding for 
Afterschool: Ignite Afterschool (MN)
PERIDOT  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS

Minnesota has had state funding for afterschool in the past, 
but it was wiped away by the recession. Sound familiar? 
Minnesota’s Ignite Afterschool has a new plan. They have 
a strategy for a two-year funding request of $25M for 
afterschool, summer and quality improvements. Their 
preparations and policy research will be the focus of this 
session. Minnesota’s Ignite Afterschool will talk about their 
engagement strategy, how research helped them build a 
case for funding and the strategy embedded in the drafting 
and support of a legislative proposal. How they worked with 
their partners and the Minnesota Department of Education 
for inclusion in the budget will be helpful to other states 
developing a legislative funding proposal. Also important 
is the year-long effort to educate and engage the field of 
providers and stakeholders to actively support this funding 
request.
PRESENTERS
Kari Dennison Cunnien, Ignite Afterschool (MN)
Sheila Oehrlein, Minnesota Department of Education
Brandon Tice, Ignite Afterschool (MN)
RESOURCE EXPERT
Tracie Clanaugh, Community Services Duluth Area Family YMCA (MN)
MODERATOR AND RESOURCE EXPERT
Janelle Cousino, FowlerHoffman 

THURSDAY
JANUARY 29

WORKSHOP BLOCK D 10:45-12:00PM

Cities Leading the Way: Municipal 
Leadership for Afterschool and 
Implications for State Networks
MONET BALLROOM  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS

Cities, towns and municipalities are taking a stand for their 
youngest residents. Recognizing that young people need a 
safe place to be after school and that these hours are an 
opportunity to develop new skills to prepare them for the 
workforce, mayors and city council members are showing 
increased leadership to promote afterschool learning 
opportunities locally. Many cities are partnering with their 
respective statewide afterschool networks to replicate 
quality standards to improve their local programs and 
others are using the bully pulpit of their elected office to 
raise the profile and importance of afterschool programs to 
the broader community. Hear from senior city leaders from 
Phoenix, AZ, Columbia, SC, Fort Pierre, SD and Nashville, 
TN about their efforts to promote afterschool and the roles 
they play with their statewide afterschool networks. Learn 
about strategies to partner with cities in your states that 
can strengthen efforts at the local level and support state 
efforts. The National League of Cities will also unveil its new 
online publication and video on “Afterschool in Small Cities.”
PRESENTERS
Mayor Gloria Hanson, Fort Pierre (SD)
Sam Johnson, Office of the Mayor, Columbia (SC)
Candy Markman, Nashville After Zone Alliance and Nashville Public Library 
(TN)
Tim Valencia, Office of the City Manager, Youth and Education Programs, 
Phoenix (AZ)
MODERATORS AND RESOURCE EXPERTS
Audrey Hutchinson, National League of Cities Institute of Youth,  
Education and Families
Bela Shah Spooner, National League of Cities Institute of Youth, 
Education and Families

Collecting and Using Data to Tell Stories
MADRID  |  COMMUNICATIONS, RESEARCH AND DATA

Data play an important role in communicating with 
stakeholders. Answering important questions about how 
many programs exist, how many students are served and 
whether or not programs are aligned with quality indicators 
are data questions that networks are tackling to tell the story 
of afterschool in their states. Learn more about those efforts 
and delve into how you can mine existing data sources to 
begin telling the story of the role afterschool in supporting 
student outcomes in your state. 
PRESENTERS
Sara Beanblossom, Indiana Afterschool Network
Chris Kingsley, Data Quality Campaign
Michelle Rich, Iowa Afterschool Alliance
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Moving STEM Policy at the 
National and State Level
MANCHESTER  |  POLICY AND PARTNERSHIPS

Join our post-election discussion to consider implications 
for STEM education broadly and the afterschool STEM 
movement. Presenters will share STEM policy strategies 
in their states and links to network policy goals. The group 
will discuss status and prospects for the Next Generation 
Science Standards (NGSS) and how networks can engage 
in the policy issues around STEM education. Participants 
will explore where are the leverage points and who are the 
potential policy allies.
PRESENTERS
Melissa Ballard, Afterschool Alliance
James Brown, STEM Education Coalition
Peter Christopher, Massachusetts Afterschool Partnership
MODERATOR
Ron Ottinger, Noyce Foundation

What’s Next: Communicating the 
State of America After 3PM
METROPOLITAN BALLROOM  |  COMMUNICATIONS, RESEARCH AND DATA

Following up on the October release of key findings from 
America After 3PM, we will discuss and debrief: how have 
states been able to use the data and what do you need 
next? How have the public, media and others responded to 
the data? We will look ahead to what’s coming next: including 
special reports on physical activity and STEM, ideas for the 
infographic series and tactics to attract media coverage 
around these.
PRESENTERS
Marcia Dvorak, Kansas Enrichment Network 
Lisa Lederer, PR Solutions
Melanie McClintock, Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence
Nora Niedzielski-Eichner, New York State Afterschool Network (NYSAN)
Gretchen Wright, PR Solutions
RESOURCE EXPERTS
Laurie Lennon, Burness Communications
Elizabeth Wenk, Burness Communications
MODERATOR
Ursula Helminski, Afterschool Alliance

Getting to a System of Quality: We 
Have Standards, Now What?
STEUBEN  |  QUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

The Washington State Afterschool Network will lead a 
discussion on the vision and elements of quality system for 
a state. School’s Out Washington has a clear vision and has 
successfully developed several elements that build a system. 
But who else knows about standards? More importantly 
why should they care? Participants will focus on plans for 
more general awareness of standards and why they are 
important. How do we communicate the quest for quality 
to gain further support and acceptance by the education 
community? This is a sophisticated discussion on the 
network’s role in promoting and providing quality support 
to programs and the system around it that needs to be in 
place. Other states have experience too. This session will 
deepen understanding among the networks of the elements 
of a system interconnections and how to engage broader 
audiences groups and the messaging and tools to create 
more widespread demand for high-quality programs.
PRESENTERS
Jackie Hyllseth, School’s Out Washington
Sally Pritchard, United Way Spokane (WA)
Jody Rosentswieg, School’s Out Washington
Janet Schmidt, School’s Out Washington
MODERATOR
Carol McElvain, American Institutes for Research

Digital Badges: Capturing and 
Connecting the Learning that Occurs 
in Afterschool and Summer
MIRO  |  LEARNING AND ENGAGEMENT

Digital badges are being piloted in afterschool and summer 
programs across the country. Badges are designed to 
represent a learner’s skills, interests and achievements, 
especially 21st century skills that are so often a part of 
afterschool learning opportunities. State and city leaders 
working on badges for youth and afterschool professionals 
will share their experiences and discuss how badges can 
help connect learning that occurs across settings.
PRESENTERS
Margaret Black, Big Thought (TX)
An-Me Chung, Mozilla Foundation
Mary Sutton, Michigan After-School Partnership
Beth Unverzagt, OregonASK
MODERATOR
Jen Rinehart, Afterschool Alliance
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THURSDAY JANUARY 29

  

LUNCH 12:00-2:00pm Second Floor Foyer 

Potential Partners Forum

Gain new resources and make new connections at the Potential Partners Forum.  
Grab your lunch and interact with the following organizations to generate ideas and  
learn about additional opportunities for collaboration across the afterschool and  
summer learning landscape in your state. Discussions begin at 12:30pm

 Association for Career and  
 Technical Education (ACTE) |  Madrid 

 Jobs for the Future | Miro

 MoveED | Metropolitan Ballroom

 National College Access Network | Monet Ballroom

 National Council for Community and  
 Education Partnerships (GEAR UP)  | Manchester

 National Dropout Prevention Center | Steuben

 Partnership for 21st Century Skills | Morocco

 Ready by 21 | Peridot

 StriveTogether | Travertine

Check out our meeting app for full descriptions  
of the work of our partner organizations.
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Association for Career and Technical Education (ACTE)
The Association for Career and Technical Assistance Education (ACTE) is the largest national 
education association dedicated to the advancement of education that prepares youth and 
adults for careers. 

Jobs for the Future
Jobs for the Future works to ensure that all underprepared young people and workers have 
the skills and credentials needed to succeed in our economy by creating solutions that 
catalyze change in our education and workforce delivery systems.

MoveED 
MoveED for Goal 2025 brings together organizations that are committed to making 
attainment America’s cause—especially for low-income students, students of color, first-
generation students and adult learners.

National College Access Network (NCAN)
Drawing on the expertise of hundreds of organizational members in almost every state, 
NCAN is dedicated to improving the quality and quantity of support that underrepresented 
students receive to apply to, enter and succeed in college.

National Council for Community and Education Partnerships (GEAR UP)
NCCEP establishes community-education partnerships, strengthens research-based college 
access programs, promotes sound federal public policy and develops tools and resources 
to provide educational opportunities for all students. NCCEP is the training and technical 
assistance provider to Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs 
(GEAR UP) grantees.

National Dropout Prevention Center
The National Dropout Prevention Center/Network (NDPC/N) was begun in 1986 to serve as 
a clearinghouse on issues related to dropout prevention and to offer strategies designed to 
increase the graduation rate in America’s schools.

Partnership for 21st Century Skills (P21)
P21, a broad coalition of education, business, nonprofit and policy leaders, is committed 
to ensuring that all students graduate with deep content knowledge, and the creativity, 
communication, collaboration and critical thinking skills, required for post-secondary 
success.

Ready by 21 
Ready by 21 provides clear standards to achieve collective impact, tools and solutions to 
help leaders make progress, and ways to measure and track success along the way. 

StriveTogether
The StriveTogether Cradle to Career Network is a national network of 53 community 
partnerships in 28 states and Washington, D.C. working to improve education success for 
every child by bringing together cross-sector partners around a common vision. 
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THURSDAY JANUARY 29

  

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CLINICS 2:00-5:00pm 

Networks will work in small groups with other networks facing similar challenges and 
with the technical assistance advisors on strategy and planning.

 Afterschool and STEM with Maryann Stimmer and Gil Noam |  Morocco

 Communications Planning and Strategy with the Afterschool Alliance, 
PR Solutions and Burness Communications |  Madrid

 Governance Focus with BoardSource |  Metropolitan Ballroom 

 Policy Strategy with the National Conference of State Legislatures and 
other policy advisors (Janelle Cousino, Steve Fowler, Terry Peterson, 
National Governors Association)  |  Miro

 Sustainability Planning with Victoria Wegener |  Manchester

Pre-registration required; check with the registration desk for possible availability.
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HOTEL MAP



Access the Internet!

Network: PSAV-Meeting 
Password: afterschool

Preview the participant list by  
visiting our conference website

http://network2015.statewideafterschoolnetworks.net 
Password: afterschool2015!

Download the Meeting App!

Download “Grupio” in the App store.  
Search for “2015 National Network Meeting.” 

Connect with the meeting via Twitter 
and Instragram using the hashtag: 
#afterschool2015


